Ways and Means Subcommittee on Natural Resources, Hearing of May 5, 2009
Minute 54 – 60 of this Link
Direct Quotations in Italics
John Blackwell:  The time is right, I believe, for the Board of Forestry to examine the fundamentals of the state forests’ management plan.  This older plan is in conflict with Oregon’s emerging needs.  The older plan assumes that habitat needs and riparian functions are to be provided for first.  Under that rule, the environment trumps social and economic needs.  The Board’s newer thinking is evidenced in our published Forestry Program For Oregon, presumes that sustainable Oregon’s forests need to provide a full and balanced suite of benefits.  Economic, social, and environmental.  I will be asking the Board of Forestry to review the administrative rule definition of Greatest Permanent Value to ensure that greatest permanent value provides for balanced use of Oregon’s forests, uses that are interrelated and not preemptive, or hierarchal.
…………
Then Sen. Vicki Walker asks about HB 3072, which makes timber production the primary purpose of the state forests.

Walker:  So talk to me about the administrative rule that you just mentioned.  And you know that one of these bills that has been sent down to us changes the direction that we have for our state forests, let me say it that way, does that make sense?
Blackwell:  Explains Pinchot vision of greatest benefit for greatest number over the long run.  Multiple use.  Then he says this about HB 3072
Blackwell:  We really feel that we can really do the job under greatest permanent value, revised, that needs to be done in Oregon, without having forest practices legislated and set in statute.  We prefer, naturally, for the state forestry department and the Board of Forestry to establish the administrative rules that allow the same forest management that I believe that is being sought with the House bill.
…………

Later, at around minute 1:25, in response to a long statement/question from Rep. Jensen, Blackwell says this…
Blackwell:  … A revised greatest permanent value rule would allow us to address all of the needs of the forest and provide better for the needs of our publics.  And I see no contradiction with the Oregon Forest Practices Act.   The Oregon Forest Practices Act is a marvelous piece of legislation that let the nation in recognizing the responsibilities we had to manage the forest wisely and to create the rules and the incentives to do that.  And the Oregon Forest Practices Act has served and continues to serve Oregon very well.  And we take great pride in the agency in implementing and supervising the Oregon Forest Practice Act.  I think as I see the revision of the greatest permanent value definition it brings it more in line with, more parallel, with the Oregon Forest Practice Act.
